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Uganda's history is one of internal conflict and humanitarian crises. The civil wars which took place
across the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s - including the LRA uprising - caused widespread terror across
the civilian population. Despite its own turbulent humanitarian situation, Uganda is currently hosting
over 1 million refugees from neighbouring States, such as South Sudan and Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Key Info

Key dates

Size: 241,038 km2
Continent: Africa
Population: 44.6 million
President: Yoweri Museveni
Prime Minister: Ruhakana Rugunda
Capital City: Kampala
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA): Militant Group
Joseph Kony: Leader
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF): Rebel group with
initial aim to overthrow Museveni, carried out
random massacres over two decades
International Criminal Court (ICC)

1894: Uganda (formally Buganda) becomes British
protectorate
1962: Attains full independence from Britain
1986: Yoweri Museveni installed into power
1987: LRA created
1994: LRA gained support of President Omar alBashir of Sudan
1995: political parties become legal, political activity
remains banned
2002: March - Sign a deal with Sudan to contain LRA
2005: July - return of multi-party politics after a vote
Oct - ICC issues arrest warrants for five LRA
commanders, including Joseph Kony
2006 - 2008: peace talks between Uganda and LRA
2017: Feb - intelligence centre is launched in
Uganda, along with four other countries, aimed to
fight against ADF
April - withdraws troops from Central African
Republic where they've been fighting the LRA
for past 5 years
Refugee number reaches 1.3 million
2018: July - New tax on social media, angering many

HIV Epidemic

LRA Conflict

In Uganda, 1.4 million people are living with HIV,
with 53,000 new cases in 2018, and 23,000 HIV
AIDS related deaths. Cases are expected to rise in
the next couple of years.

The LRA insurgency was at its peak during the
1990s to 2000s and received international attention
for extensive human rights violations particularly
against women and children.

Women and children are disproportionately
affected, political and cultural barriers have
hindered effective treatment and prevention
programmes.

At least 25,000 children have been abducted and
trained as soldiers, and used to spread fear by
forcing them to attack their own families and
communities.

Stigmas and cultural prejudices towards those who
are most likely to have HIV (sex workers, men who
have sex with men etc) mean that they are unwilling
to seek treatment.

Approximately 1.6 million people were displaced
by LRA over the past few decades.

Refugee Crisis
Due to decades of conflicts in surrounding nations, Uganda has been home to 1.3 million refugees and
asylum seekers since 2016. Uganda is host to around 1 million South Sudan after the humanitarian
crisis in 2017.
The nation’s refugee hosting model has been hailed as one of the most progressive in the world.
Refugees are given freedom of movement, equal access to primary education, health care and other
basic social services, and the right to work and own a business. Additionally, refugees are allocated land
where they are able to put up shelters and grow food. The success of this model has caused its own
disadvantages as it is proving to be unsustainable. Furthermore, in 2019 UN Office of Internal
Oversight Services of its widely-praised refugee program said it has found corruption costing millions of
dollars and misconduct.
The sharp increase in population has put a significant strain on Uganda’s resources, steering towards a
food crisis of its own. The influx of refugees is expected to continue until 2020, with clashes between
refugees and local Ugandans also anticipated. Additionally, authorities are worried that refugees from
the Congo will bring in Ebola.
The areas where the majority of the refugees are placed, North and West Nile, are among the poorest
and most underdeveloped in the country. Provisions for the growing population are underfunded with
30 percent of population are living below the absolute poverty line.

HART's Partner in Uganda
PAORINHER
The Patongo Orphans Infants’ Health Rehabilitation Centre is a life-saving health and psychosocial
support centre for children with HIV with an on-site primary school. The Centre provides clinical and
social services to children living with HIV, including health screening, monitoring of drug use, treating
infections, nutritional support and counselling. PAORINHER also runs a primary school for children with
HIV which both expands access to education within the wider community and helps break down the
stigma of HIV, which is very prominent in Uganda.

Some useful links for more information:
Amnesty - www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/uganda/
Enough Project - https://enoughproject.org/blog/lords-resistance-army-who-are-they
Avert - www.avert.org/professionals/hiv-around-world/sub-saharan-africa/uganda
UN Development Programme - http://www.ug.undp.org/
UN Refugee Agency - http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/5129

If you have any queries, please visit www.hart-uk.org or contact office@hart-uk.org
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