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SUDAN

HART REMAINS COMMITTED TO
PROVIDING IMPORTANT ASSISTANCE.
HART supporters may remember
that we issued an emergency appeal
for food aid in 2018 which raised
£50,000: a big ‘Thank you’ to all
who contributed. As £27 will feed a
family of seven for 3 months until the
rainy season comes, your generous
donations saved many lives.

In January, we were initially
encouraged to learn that the World
Food Programme had delivered some
aid in December. But civilians remain
unclear whether any more food will
be provided. This is deeply worrying
given the devastating effects of last
summer’s flooding.

During our visit to Blue Nile in
January 2020, the people expressed
profound gratitude. We met
community leaders, healthcare
professionals and mothers who had
remained in their village during the
worst attacks over the last decade.

“The war destroyed our lifestyle and
then the unexpected floods forced
people up into the trees to take
shelter. After surviving the flooding,
people were not strong enough to
cultivate crops. As a result, this year
we will have famine” – Philip Idris,
Paramount Chief of Chali el Fil in
Blue Nile

Local resident, Hayat, who
remained in her village
during the war

“We are awaiting famine this year
when we will have only wild fruits
and roots from the bush to eat.
Our current harvest will only last us
two months. I have eight children
but two of them died during the war
from malaria.
I stayed here and faced the
suffering. Now, I go to the bush
every day to collect firewood to sell
at the market to provide a livelihood
for me and my six children.

Children playing outside
Sunday Service

We need hospitals here and school
materials. Sometimes three children
share one exercise book.”

SOUTH SUDAN
Heavy flooding in the summer of 2019 submerged entire
communities and forced hundreds of thousands of people
from their homes. Across the 7 worst affected states,
more than three million people were already in need of
humanitarian assistance before the heavy rains came.
Thank you to the Guernsey Overseas Aid & Development Commission (OADC)
for their generous donation of £35,000 for these affected communities.
Executive Chief of Nyieth, James Malong Kuoch said: “We thank HART
for hearing our cry at a time when nobody was ready to listen to our deep
cries for food assistance. The floods washed away all of our crops. We
request prayer for such a disaster not to happen again on this scale.”

ABYEI

Emergency food supplies being distributed
amongst flood affected households in
Nyieth, Gogrial State.

Latrines for 2,000 students that
were destroyed by the floods

This disputed region is located on the border between
Sudan and South Sudan.
The people who live there suffer greatly from a political failure by
Sudan and South Sudan to reach an agreement about its location.
The region is deprived of aid and advocacy organisations and recent
flooding is exacerbating existing hardships.
Tragically, during our recent visit to Abyei in January, we witnessed
the aftermath of a massacre. On the morning of January 22nd 2020,
Nomadic Misseryia Arab herders from Sudan attacked the Dinka
village of Kolom in Abyei, killing 32 men, women and children and
abducting 15 children into slavery. We had the harrowing experience
of witnessing burnt bodies in burning homes. All we could do there
was to weep and pray with the people in their anguish. Whilst such
attacks occur frequently, this was the largest-scale attack for several
years. The day we returned, Baroness Cox was able to speak about
this massacre in the House of Lords.
HART partner, Bishop Michael Deng Bol of Abyei said: “Thank you
to the HART team for kindly visiting our people of Abyei. May the
Good Lord bless you all and keep you strong at all times to fulfil the
work that God has assigned you to do on planet earth. You are the
advocates for the voiceless people in this world.”
Whilst in Abyei, the HART team donated funds to our partner, Bishop
Michael Deng Bol to purchase clothes for some of the many orphans
in his Diocese. A big ‘thank you’ from us and them to our loyal
supporters who donate to our general funds, enabling us to respond
quickly with emergency funds for our partners’ urgent needs.

Big smiles all around after the orphans
received their new clothes

Bishop Michael Deng Bol said: “We were so
blessed to receive you again in Abyei. God directed
you and your respective team to come and
witness the real situations and suffering that the
people of Abyei have lived in for so many years.”
The HART team heard of Abyei’s desperate
need for education for the next generation. With
over 2,000 students, the local school has only 9
classrooms and even fewer toilets. We saw the
latrines destroyed by the floods and learnt that
children are now resorting to public urination.
We also witnessed a lack of books, classroom
benches and windows. With teachers receiving
on average a £15 monthly salary, we heard how
it is the community’s deep desire for education
that keeps the valued teachers returning to work
despite their personal financial difficulties.
If you wish to donate, please complete
the enclosed donation form and quote
‘Abyei education’.

NIGERIA
KEEPING THE PEACE
AMIDST RISING TENSIONS
Over 5,000 Christians have been killed
by Islamist Boko Haram and Fulani
militants since 2015.
Tensions in north Nigeria have continued to
rise since the targeted killing of two Christian
youths from Jos by Boko Haram in September
2019. During the attack, which was livestreamed
online, the Islamist terrorist group directly
addressed and threatened Christians in Plateau
State. Several hundred Christians have been
killed already this year.
HART partner, Canon Hassan John, who runs the
Rayfield Religious Reconciliation Project, said:
“13 Christians were executed on Christmas Day
and a video was taken and posted online. This
slowed our religious reconciliation activities as it
has become challenging to bring Christians and
Muslims together in Rayfield. Whilst people are
trying to divide us, we have continued meeting
with both Christian and Muslim leadership
teams to draft strategies on how to continue our
programmes and stand stronger in the face of
the challenges that we are experiencing.”

St. Peter’s Anglican Church in Zangam
was destroyed by Fulani herdsmen in
October 2019

John. The HART team visited a mass grave of those
killed by the Fulani herdsmen militia and met over 200
pastors and Church leaders from Borno state who have
been victims of the Boko Haram insurgency. Many of
the Church leaders had lost their families and were living
in Internally Displaced People (IDP) camps. They had
originally gathered in Jos to learn how to assist their
suffering congregations.

Baroness Cox and Rev. David
Thomas praying for victims
at a mass grave

At the mass grave, Baroness Cox prayed with a widow
who later said: “My heart is consoled and I am at rest
now knowing that Jesus sent this woman from a foreign
country to pray for me. I have lost my family but God has
shown me now that I still have a family. I am grateful to
Lady Cox who risked her life to be with us.”
(From left to right) Canon Hassan John with
Patsuma Abubakar (Women’s leader), Archbishop
Ben Kwashi of Jos and Zainab Yahaya (Secretary
of the Reconciliation Project in Rayfield).

In November 2019, the HART team travelled
to Jos to meet two of our partners, Archbishop
Ben Kwashi (Diocese of Jos) and Canon Hassan

Canon Hassan John said: “What HART is doing in
Nigeria, among the persecuted and vulnerable people
in distress, is much more than assisting with funds, it is
also demonstrating the life of Christ which makes all the
difference. This brings the uniqueness of HART’s visit. It
is both enhancing the healing of the body as well as the
mind and Spirit. We are eternally grateful to HART and all
the people behind this unique gesture.”

2020 FUNDING PRIORITIES
With an uncertain year ahead, both at home and abroad, HART is particularly concerned about securing general funding
for our essential operating costs. In these difficult times, we will continue to do all we can to provide aid and advocacy for
our valiant partners in their challenging and often tragic situations, including applying to grant-making organisations for
financial support for them.
However, it is essential for HART to survive in order to continue to raise this money for our partners who, without HART,
would be unreached, unheard and un-helped. We are therefore asking you, please, to consider a one-off or regular donation
to HART which will keep HART alive and enable us to respond to urgent requests from our partners.
Of course, we fully understand if this is not possible and we are always profoundly grateful for any support.

BURMA

The nursery building
under construction

SHAN WOMEN’S ACTION
NETWORK
HART continues to support the Shan
Women’s Action Network (SWAN) with
their work supporting displaced Shan
communities on both sides of the Thai/
Burma border.
In December 2019, HART supported the construction
of a nursery for displaced Shan children currently living
in displacement camps across the border in Thailand.
Shan refugees are not officially recognised in Thailand
and are totally denied safe refuge and support, whilst
also being ineligible for foreign assistance. As a result,
SWAN requested HART’s help to build a nursery for 45
children who were unable to attend Thai government
nurseries due to their legal status. They also asked
for brain development toys, learning materials and
teaching equipment.
HART Trustee, Jo Russell, recently visited the new
nursery building after raising over £3,000 from
Hockley Golf Club for the project. Jo Russell said:
“The women who run the nursery are so relieved to

LOI TAI LENG SCHOOL
Last May, HART funded a teacher capacitybuilding workshop at Loi Tai Leng School
for 150 staff, seeking to connect teachers
from 6 displacement camps along the Thai/
Burma border and increase their teaching
confidence.
Nang Au, a teacher at Loi Tai Leng said: “I had no
teacher training before so it was very useful to meet more
experienced teachers and hear their success stories. I now
understand interactive techniques and how to engage
with the children so that they learn, for example using
group work. I also learnt how to meditate before teaching
in order to collect my thoughts, this has helped a lot.”
Sai Yawd Lerng, a teacher at Loi Tai Leng School said:
“The children talk about the change in the teaching
methods and they are very pleased.”
HART and Loi Tai Leng School would like to thank the
Hockley Golf Club in Winchester for their generous
support in 2019.
In January 2019, HART funded the construction of a dam
and water pump at Loi Tai Leng School. The dormitories
(housing 400 students) and school now have running
water, so students no longer have to spend the first hour
of everyday climbing down and back up the steep valley
to collect water. The dam has provided irrigation for acres
of land that has been cleared for vegetable farming, two
fish ponds and a pig farm. Loi Tai Leng School hopes

Children playing and
learning at the new nursery

have somewhere for the children to play in, especially during
the rainy season. As more refugees pour across the border
from Shan State, the number of children in the nursery is
increasing and more accommodation is vital.”
SWAN’s Education Director, Ying Charm Hom said:
“Thank you HART and thank you Hockley Golf Club for
giving these children somewhere safe to play and learn
while their parents are out working or looking for work.”
to become 50%
self-sufficient in 2
years and totally
self-sufficient in the
longer term.
HART has also
recently funded an
Agricultural Learning
building next to the
Teachers, Nang Au (left) and
dam in order to help
Sai Yawd Lerng (right) at Loi
Loi Tai Leng School
Tai Leng School
achieve its dream
of becoming a key
learning centre for sustainable agriculture in Shan State.
Hsai Luarn, a student at Loi Tai Leng School said: “I
used to want to be a soldier before I came to Loi Tai
Leng School. Now I want to work for my nation through
agriculture. The dam has been so useful for our water
and food supplies. We grow mustard, beans, cabbage and
long beans. I spend most of my days digging, watering,
weeding and planting. We are able to feed the dormitory
children but we need more training so that we can do
better. We need good techniques.”

New crops planted as a result
of irrigation from the dam

NOTICE board
Inspiring artwork from
the 2019 HART Prize

CELEBRATING HART’S
PARTNERS
Big congratulations to Larn Tai, Director
of Education for Shan State in Burma, and
his team who recently won the prize for
Exemplary Education Development by the
Thai Foundation. Larn Tai manages all HART
projects at Loi Tai Leng School and we are
very pleased to see that his innovation and
commitment are being recognised!

HART PRIZE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
This year we received the highest number of entries
to date for our annual HART Prize for Human Rights
competition. With pupils from 50 schools entering the
competition and a total of 237 entries, we were positively
overwhelmed with the quality and variety of the
submitted entries. Unfortunately, due to complications
related to the Coronavirus, we have made the difficult
decision to postpone this year’s HART Prize Awards
Evening until further notice.
We will share more information on the event
nearer the time.

HART partner, Larn Tai (centre) with his team
at the Thai Foundation Awards Ceremony

GRATITUDE FOR
HART’S INTERNS
Women receiving
blankets for their
families from EPDC

We wish to express our profound appreciation and
gratitude for our dedicated interns. You help to
make our work possible. Your passion, commitment,
competence and enthusiasm are invaluable. It is a
pleasure to work with you and we would not be able
to assist our partners without you. A big thank you
from all of us in HART and from our partners.

AN UPDATE FROM SYRIA
We are deeply grateful to all those who responded
to our urgent appeal for humanitarian assistance
for families returning to Syria over Christmas.
With your help, we were able to raise £35,000 for
our partner, St. Ephrem Patriarchal Development
Committee (EPDC) to provide food hampers
and blankets for Syrian families in the town of
Maaloula, devastated by ISIS.
Due to recurring complications with Syrian
organisations being unable to receive funds from
our bank, EPDC has so far launched the first phase
of the project, by successfully distributing blankets
to over 500 families. The distribution of food
hampers is set to commence in April 2020. After
the effects of winter, spring and early summer are
the time when food supply is at its most precarious.

LEAVE A LEGACY
By remembering HART in your Will
, you can
help us to reach more people in nee
d. Gifts in
Wills help us to maintain HART and
thereby
to provide emergency food and med
ical
supplies, supporting vulnerable com
munities
who are often trapped behind closed
borders.
You can be sure that a gift in your Will
will
transform the lives of people sufferin
g from
war, terrorism, oppression and pers
ecution.

To find out more, please visit
www.hart-uk.org/donate/gifts-inwills/ or contact office@hart-uk.org

CATCHING UP WITH CAROLINE
IN PARLIAMENT
During the Queen’s Speech Debate, Caroline
called on Parliament to place further pressure
on the Nigerian Government to facilitate
humanitarian aid for over 2 million citizens
currently suffering from on-going violence
and displacement.
The following month, after returning from South Sudan
the same morning, Caroline stood up in Parliament to cite
what she saw when the HART team arrived immediately
after the deadly massacre in Abyei. With conviction from
her fresh and raw memories, Caroline asked the British
Government to urge the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan to take the necessary measures to ensure
protection for the historically oppressed and vulnerable
people of Abyei.
In March, Caroline continued to put Nigeria on the
political agenda, asking the British Government what
humanitarian assistance they are providing to internally
displaced people in Nigeria’s northern and middle belt
states. Following this, she advocated for greater support
for older women around the world, when she cited her
experiences with inspirationally resilient ladies in the
Nuba Mountains of Sudan and the remote hill tribes
in Burma’s Chin State, highlighting the need for more

assistance from DfID for resourceful women in remote
and neglected places.

AT HOME
Over the last few months, Caroline has spoken at
many schools and universities, including Cambridge
and Nottingham Universities, Blundell’s School
and Woldingham School on HART’s work, including
persecution and oppression of faith communities,
‘The Pain and the Passion: the Privilege of Making a
Difference’, and how ‘We cannot do everything, but we
must not do nothing’. Hearing the concerns of young
students and their enthusiasm for helping others is a
passion for Caroline and the entire HART team.

ABROAD
In November, Caroline was invited to Budapest by the
Hungarian State Secretariat, where she spoke about
Christian Persecution, before speaking at the Danube
Institute panel discussion on how best to challenge
governments and other international bodies to make
combatting religious persecution a part of their mission.
More recently, in February, she travelled to Brussels to
speak at the European Parliament on the attempted ethnic
cleansing of Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh by Azerbaijan.

Caroline Cox in Jos, Nigeria, with Canon Hassan
John (left) and Rev. David Thomas (right)
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