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Sudan has spent much of its recent history in conflict.
Armed conflicts persist in the Darfur, Blue Nile and
South Kordofan regions where the population is
mainly non-Arab. They face regular attacks from their
own government with little aid reaching the
communities in need.

Key Info
Size: 1,886,068 km2
Population: 43 million
Continent: Africa
Capital City: Khartoum
Government: Transitional Military Council &
civilian group Forces of Freedom and Change
have agreed on a 39-month transition process to
return to civilian democracy
Sudan People's Liberation Movement-North
(SPLM-N): Opposition party, officially banned but
controls areas in South Kordofan and Blue Nile
Nuba people: Ethnic group
ICC: International Criminal Court
Janjaweed: Pro-government Arab militia

Conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile
States (Southern Border)
Violence broke out in 2011 after disputed state
elections and ever since the GoS and progovernment militia have continued to attack
opposition groups in these areas. The government
and armed opposition have failed to agree on
the method of supplying the vital life-saving aid that
the civilians need.
Attacks have destroyed public institutions
including schools, markets, places of worship, water
sources and health facilities.
The Nuba people are extensively persecuted.
Culturally they do not identify with Sudan, and are
aligned with the SPLM in South Sudan.

Key dates
1899 - 1955: Under British-Egyptian rule
1956: ‘Anglo-Egyptian Sudan’ became independent
1962: 1st civil war begins in the South
1983: Introduction of Sharia law
1983 - 2005: 2nd civil war
1989: Omar al-Bashir took power by coup, has been
re-elected ever since
1997: UN impose sanctions
2004: pro-government militias carry out systematic
killings of non-Arab villagers in Darfar
2009: ICC issued arrest warrant for al-Bashir on
charges for war crimes and crimes against humanity
2010: July – ICC issue second warrant for genocide
2011: South Sudan independence
2012 – 2018: protests over subsidies and rising costs
2017: US lifts sanctions despite ongoing humanitarian
atrocities
2019: Apr. – al-Bashir is arrested in a coup. Talks
begin with opposition on transition to democracy,
three month state of emergency
Jul. – Military Council, a coalition of opposition
and protest groups agree to share power for 3 years
Dec. – al-Bashir convicted of corruption and
sentenced to two years in prison

Conflict in Darfur (Western Border)
Beginning in 2003, the Darfur conflict started when
rebels protested the government, claiming that they
had disregarded the region and its non-Arab
population. In response, al-Bashir equipped and
supported the Janjaweed to fight the protesters.
Janjaweed extended their power and terrorised the
region's civilians, killing indiscriminately and raping
on a massive scale. These activities led to al-Bashir's
indictment by the ICC for crimes against humanity,
war crimes and later genocide.
Although al-Bashir was arrested in April 2019, the
conflict in Darfur continues.

Humanitarian Situation:
Sudanese forces have blocked numerous
humanitarian and aid organisations from
accessing displaced people and conflict-affected
areas on several occasions. It is estimated that
the conflict has taken the lives of 2 million
people. Around 5.9 million people are thought to
be suffering a food crisis.
5.7 million civilians are in need and depend on
international assistance, with around 3 million
displaced. 1.8 million Darfurians alone remain
internally displaced.

Due to the civil war in South Sudan, over 850,000
South Sudanese refugees have fled to the
northern neighbour seeking support. This
exacerbates Sudan's own internal refugee crisis.
Not only have people been displaced due to
conflict, but weather and earthquakes have forced
thousands of people out of their homes. It is
reported in 2019 that around 364,200 people have
been affected by heavy rains and flash floods in
16 states.
The GoS continues to block humanitarian and
media access to Sudan in efforts to prevent reports
of the committed atrocities being leaked to the
world.

HART's Partners in Sudan
New Sudan Council of Chruches
(NSCC)
HART supports the New Sudan Council of
Churches in supplying medicines to
community health centres where new health
workers are trained. The NSCC also
provides emergency food relief to
vulnerable hunger-affected households. The
NSCC are also seeking to expand their work
with schools in Blue Nile in order to give
more children access to education. They
have stated that HART is the only
organisation to be giving aid in the Blue
Nile State.

Nuba Relief Rehabilitation and
Development Organisation
(NRDDO)
Based in the Nuba Mountains in Sudan,
NRDDO is a community-led
organisation. Their initiatives include
emergency relief, education, food
security, peace-building, gender
equality and primary health.

Some useful links for more information:
Sudan Consortium - www.sudanconsortium.org
Human Rights Watch - www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/sudan
Amnesty International - www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/sudan/report-sudan
‘Bombing in Sudan’s Blue Nile States’ film - www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JnNMYjanfA
‘Ending the Nuba Genocide’ film - https://topdocumentaryfilms.com/ending-nuba-genocide
UN Humanitarian Affairs - www.unocha.org/sudan
Relief Web - https://reliefweb.int/country/sdn
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