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For Immediate Release

Ahead of the EU Foreign Affairs Council meeting on 26 February, 102 Parliamentarians across parties
have signed a letter urging the Foreign Secretary to publicly support and campaign for his EU
counterparts to back a UN Security Council referral of Myanmar General Min Aung Hlaing to the
International Criminal Court.

The United Nations has now documented more than 688,000 Rohingya refugees fleeing to
Bangladesh since the Myanmar military began their offensive against Rohingya civilians in August
2017. Médecins Sans Frontiéres have recently documented almost 7,000 Rohingya civilians were
killed in just one month last year, including 730 children.

On 11™ September UN’s High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein described the
military’s security operations as “textbook example of ethnic cleansing.” On 18" December he went
a step further and described the military campaign as one in which “you cannot rule out the
possibility that acts of genocide have been committed.”

In the letter, the Parliamentarians say:
“We welcome the diplomatic leadership the United Kingdom has shown so far in response to this

crisis by securing a statement from the UN Security Council, and building international consensus on
steps needed to be undertaken by the government of Myanmar. We also welcome the £59 million



in UK aid that has been donated so far. However, the demands of the UN Security Council have
largely been ignored. Now it is time to go further.”

“It is time for the British government to unequivocally state that the situation in Myanmar should be
referred to the International Criminal Court”

“The British government should also work to secure agreement that the European Union bans the
supply of all equipment to the Myanmar military, not just arms, and ends all military training and co-
operation programmes.”

You can read the letter in full below.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

1) For further information or comment please contact Rushanara Ali MP’s Office on 020 7219

7200 or email rushanara.ali.mp@parliament.uk

2) You can find more information on Rushanara’s work in Parliament here:

3) Following the Foreign Secretary’s recent visit to Myanmar and Bangladesh where he saw the scale
of destruction of Rohingya villages and met refugees, Rushanara published an article in the Guardian
on the urgent need for an ICC referral. You can read that article here.

4) You can read a recent article by Human Rights Watch on the case behind an ICC referral here.
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Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP,
Foreipn Secretary,

Forcign Commonwealth Office,
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217 February 2018,
Dcar Forcign Scerctary,

We are writing 1o you regarding the ongoing Rohingya crisis and the urgent need for the
British Government to publicly anc unequivecally state its support tor a Lnited Naticns
Secuity Council referral of Myanmar te the International Criminal Count.

I'he United Narions has now documented more than 688,000 Rohingya refugees fleeing e
Bangladcsh since the Myanmar military hegan their offensive againat Rohingyva civilians in
August 2017, The governmen. of Bangladesh has stated that it has repistered more thana
million new Rohingva refugees in the same timeframe. Thousands more continue to flee
Muanmar every week, with continuing reports of Rohingya property being destroved. threats
of violence. and increased repression forcing people from their homes

Médecins Sans Frontiéres have recently decumented almost 7.000 Rohingya civilians killed
in just one month last year, including 730 children. They predict that this figure however is

likely to be significantly higher than their initial estimates, Thousands o’ Rohingys women
have also been raped by the miliary, security forces and by maobs and militias supported by
the military.

The government of Myvanmar and the Myvanmar military both continue to deny thar lerge-
scale human rights violations have taken place, despite the overwhelming snd growing
amount of evidence available. In addition, not one of the repressive laws and zovernment
policies that target e Rohingya in Myanmar have been revised or repealed.

Plans agroed between the Myanmar and Bangladesh governments on 237 November 2017 1o
repatriate Rohingva refugecs are deeply problemalic as well as premature, Significant [ears
that Rohingya refugees would be returned to what are in effect giant prison camps. where the
refugees will have no rights and no freedom of movement have thankfully delayed this
repatriation process, The civilian-government of Myanmar con in no way guarantee the safety
of any repalriated Rohingya refugess as it las 1o contsol over the military.
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Furthermore, the civilian-governmene ol Myammar isell s pait of e problao, Almost two
vears atter taking power, despite establishing numerous committees, they have taken no
actual practical steps to impreve the eivie rights and human tarian sitvation of the Rchingya
in Myanmar,

We welcomea tae diplomatic lcadership the Unied Kingdom has showi su Lar i responsc to
this erisis by securing a starement from the UN Sceurity Council, and building international
conscnsus on steps needed to be undertaken oy the governmen! of Myanmar. We also
welcome the £359 million ir. UK aid that has been donatec su far. However, the demands of
the UN Security Council have largely been ignored. Now it is time to ge further.

When the EU Foreign Affairs Council meets on 26" February, it will be almost six months
since this crisis began. The Myanmar military and Ceneral Min Aung Hlaing heve paid no
meanirglul price lor their *sceurity operations” first describad by the UN’s Tligh
Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Re'ad Al Hussein as “textbook example of cthnic
cleansing” but more recently as a military campaign in which “you cemnot rule ou: the
possibilily that acts of genocide have been committed.”

Greneral Min Aung Hlaing’s sense of impunity appears ta be emboldening him. 1e is
ageressively escalaling existing conflicts against otker ethnic groups in the country,
threatening the peace process, For the first time in several years he is mereasing tee usc of
fighter jets in these conflicts, which are killing and injuring civiliars, Military era appointees
in government ministries a‘e more aggressively obstructing reforms proposed by the
democratically elected part of the government.

TLis time for the British government 7o unsquivocally state that the situation in Myanmar
should be referred to the Internaticnal Criminal Court. A'though at present suck a step would
likely he npposed within the LN Security Council by Russit and Ching, we must work (o
build an international consensus to convinee these countries o change their positions. This
pracess should start with the British government ensuring thut the European Linion announces
support for a rzferral to the Irtemational Criminal Court in its conclusions on 26" Febraary.

‘e more countrics can be persuaded to support a referral, the more the sense of impunity
with which General Min Aung Hlging and his military vperates will be reduced. This in tumn
may help preven: further military offensives against civilians of the Kind which has just taken
place.

e British povernment should alsa work ta sceure agreement that the Furopesn Uncon hans
the supply ol all equipment to the Myanmar military, not just arms, and ends all military
trairing and co-operation programmes. Further, the time is long overdue for the imposition
ol a UN-mandated global arms embargo against Myanmar. The European Union sheuld call
on countries a‘ound the warld to join them in imposing unilateral ames embargocs, until such
time, as agreement can be reached for a UN-mandated embargo. Finally, targeted cconomic
szhetions against military owned and controlled companies and senior military pessenrel
should now also be implemented. This is something that should be included in the Foreign
Affuirs Council Conclusions on 26th February,



We hope that the British government will work to ensure that the European Union will de all
inits power waen i announces what steps it will take on February 26"

We lock forward to hearing from you,
Beat wishes,

Rushanara Ali MP. Co-Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Democrzzy in Burma
and Co-Chair of the All-Party Parlismentary Group oo Rohingya

Amne Main MP. Co-Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Rohingya and Chair of
the All-Party Parlismentary Group on Bangladesh
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Heidi Alexender MP
[an Murray MP

Imran Hussain MP

Jim Fitzpatrick MP
James Frith MP

Jeff Smith MI
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John Crver MP
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John Spellar MP
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Kelvin Hopkins MP
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Fauth Cacbury MP

Sarah Champion MP
Saabana Mahmood MP
Siobhain McDonagh MP
Sir Peler Bottomley WP
Srella Crensy MP

Stephen Doughty MP
Siephen Gethins MP
Swephen Kinnock MP
Stephen Timms MP
Tanmanject Singh Dhesi MP
Baroness Tessa Blackstone
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Tim Farron MP
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Tom Brake MP
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