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Overview  

Ground f ight ing int ensif ied during t he report ing period wit h t he  Sudan  government  cont inuing 

it s “ decisive campaign” t o eradicat e t he SPLA-N (rebels)  in t he af t ermat h of  t he elect ions.  The 

f ight ing caused t he displacement  of  approximat ely 50,000 people in t he Two Areas in May 2015.  

Many of  t he displaced suf fered loss of  most  of  t heir household goods and food st ocks,  which 

were loot ed and burnt  by government   al igned mil it ias - mainly Rapid Support  Forces (RSF) and 

Popular Defence Forces (PDF).   The government  forced around 12,000 people in Blue Nile t o 

move t o t he out skirt s of  t he capit al  Damazin.   An unknown number of  civil ians were report edly  

ki l led and at  least  fort y-eight  (48) were abduct ed by government  forces or af f i l iat ed mil it ias.  

The new IDPs are now l iving in ext remely crit ical humanit arian condit ions,  having lost  t heir food 

st ocks and asset s including seeds,  and wil l  be unable t o plant  in t he  rainy season now underway.   

Many newly displaced in Sout h Kordofan are expect ed t o move t o t he refugee camps in Sout h 

Sudan.  Neit her int ernat ional organisat ions nor t he CU are unable t o assess t he sit uat ion of  t he 

IDPs in government  held areas due t o government  prohibit ions on access.   

Indiscriminat e and t arget ed aerial  bombardment  and shel l ing cont inue t o creat e fear and cause 

st ress  for t he civi l ian populat ions in t he Two Areas.    An est imat ed 180  bombs,  including four 

clust er bombs,  and about  300  shel ls were dropped on civil ian locat ions in May 2015 result ing in  

t he deat h of  f ive people and inj uring ninet een.
2
  Improved household food securit y dat a 

col lect ion and anlysis  by t he Food Securit y and Monit oring Unit  (FSMU) in conj unct ion wit h t he 

CU Humanit arian Monit oring t eams indicat es t he maj orit y of  households in bot h Blue Nile and 

Sout h Kordofan report  t hat  t he recurring  insecurit y result s in reduced access t o f ields,  past ures,  

wat er and market s and losses of  crops,  l ivest ock,  and essent ial  inf rast ruct ure.
3
  While t he 

number of  casualt ies are low,  at  least  part ial ly due  t o ef fect ive communit y based  and self -

prot ect ion mechanisms af t er four years of  conf l ict ,  t he aerial  at t acks have a deep and escalat ing 

negat ive psychological ef fect  on t he people.  The increase in aerial  bombardment  and overf l ight s 

of  civi l ian locat ions in May and June has been a consist ent  st rat egy of  t he Sudan Armed Forces 

each year since t he st art  of  t he civi l  war,  t o disrupt  cult ivat ion and plant ing act ivit ies,  wit h 

visible negat ive impact  on t he war af fect ed populat ions in t he Two Areas.   

The  Food Securit y and Monit oring Unit  (FSMU) is now able t o bet t er report  on t he ext ent  and 

severit y of  fact ors af fect ing food securit y as wel l  as how households are coping in t he Two 

Areas
4
.   Communit ies in t he Two Areas st i l l  rely largely on crop and animal sales for income and 

have st art ed plant ing in May wit h t he good and early st art  t o  t he rainy season.   In Blue Nile 

(Yabus and Wadaka payams) households are largely relying on art esian gold mining,  a dangerous 

income source t hat  engages bot h adult s and children.  To cope wit h increasing food insecurit y,  

nearly a t hird of  households are borrowing money and food and reducing healt h and educat ion 

expendit ures.  The sit uat ion appears more worrying in Sout h Kordofan,  f rom t he visibly increase 

in t he number of  households  ut i l izing  negat ive coping st rat egies.   In bot h areas,  t here are 

1
 The SKBN CU works with local civil society organisations and international humanitarian actors to share credible information on 

humanitarian needs in the two conflict-affected states. In this update, the main sources of information are civilians involved in local 

humanitarian monitoring and protection activities, local civil administration representatives, and the reporting of other civil society 

organizations.  
2
 The numbers are based on information gathered through the CU Monitors and the National Human Rights Monitoring 

Organisation (NHRMO), and triangulated. Their reports are available at http://www.sudanconsortium.org  
3
 The FSMU is an independent INGO monitoring  food security levels through a network of local monitors, in South Kordofan and 

Blue Nile SPLM/A-N held areas.  The FSMU reports are  available upon request.  
4
 A quantitative report is expected to be available on request in July 2015.  
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report s of   poor households consuming seed st ock as food,  which  bodes poorly for t heir abil i t y 

t o cult ivat e and produce suf f icient  food for t he coming year t hrough t heir farming act ivit ies.   

Priorit y areas for humanit arian monit oring include Kao-Nyaro (Sout h-east ern Jebels),  Rashad and 

al Abayissya (east ern Jebels),  al l  of  which,  t o dat e,  are not  accessible t o t he CU/ HMT,  and 

Dalami,  in Sout h Kordofan and Wadaka,  Chal i and t he Ingessana Mount ains ( also not  accessible 

t o t he CU/ HMT) in Blue Nile.  An est imat ed 100,000 people (14,500 HHs) in t he areas in Sout h 

Kordofan and an est imat ed 40,000 l iving in t hose areas in Blue Nile are present ly faced wit h 

"crisis" condit ions.
5
  These households,  in t he absence of  humanit arian assist ance,   wil l  be forced 

t o eit her relocat e if  physical ly possible or face "emergency" condit ions - implying a pot ent ial  and 

signif icant  t hreat  of  increased malnut rit ion and mort al it y.
6
 

Since t he conf l ict  in Sout h Sudan began,  t he personal securit y of  t he refugees has considerably 

increased,  part icularly in Upper Nile,  but  t here is also an increasingly concerning t rend of  

violence bet ween host  and  refugee populat ions f rom Sout h Kordofan  in Unit y St at e.   Refugees 

also  report   t hey  suf fer f rom short ages in food dist r ibut ion.  

South Kordofan  

A.  Prot ect ion,  Insecurit y and Displacement   

Ground f ight ing int ensif ied in Sout h Kordofan during t he report ing period,  especial ly in Dalami 

and  Thobo (formerly Buram) count ies,  displacing around 30,000 people.  Local observers 

report ed f ive casualt ies and an increase in t he use of  violence against  civi l ians.   More t han half  

of  al l  households int erviewed in Um Dorein,  Heiban and Thobo count ies  under t he CU HMT /  

FSMU dat a col lect ion act ivit y in March 2015,   report  harassment ,  t hef t  and raids,  while one in 

t hree households in ot her count ies report  t he same.
7
   On  5 May 2015,  government  forces and 

mil it ias at t acked t he vil lages of  Shat t  Damam,  Trawi,  Mazariq and Haj ar Dabib (Thobo count y),  

loot ing and burning propert ies,  leading t o 3,600 HHs (more t han 20,000 people) displaced.  One 

woman and t wo men were kil led.  Local informant s report ed 40 civil ians were abduct ed and 

t aken t o Kadugl i and t heir condit ion is  unknown.  On 10 May,  RSF forces at t acked al Hadra 

vil lage in Umhet an payam,  a prominent  market  in Dalami count y,  ki l l ing at  least  t wo men,  

inj uring t wo,  and loot ing and burning t he propert ies of  about  750 HHs.   As a result ,   over 6,700 

persons were displaced to Abyat ,  Bil l  and Gardud  Kodila wit hout  food,  shelt er,  medicines and 

wat er.   On 13 May,  according t o CU monit ors,  eight  IDPs were abduct ed during ground at t acks on 

Dabakaya (Thobo count y).  Their whereabout s remain unknown.  

At t acks against  civi l ians and loot ing in West ern Jebels  (Dil l ing,  As-Sunut ,  Habila,  and Lagawa 

count ies) cont inue by bot h SPLA-N  and government  forces,  wit h a part icular concern for t hef t  

and raids in As-Sunut  count y.  Shel l ing,  ground f ight ing,  harassment  and t hef t  af fect ed more t han 

t wo out  of  t hree famil ies int erviewed by local monit ors.   Lagawa is least  af fect ed relat ive t o 

ot her areas but  nonet heless over half  report  t hef t ,  and a t hird report  ground f ight ing and 

harassment  as af fect ing food securit y relat ed act ivit ies.
8
  In  Lagawa count y on 15 May,  Arab 

nomads and PDF af f i l iat ed t o t he government  raided cat t le.  A boy was badly beat en but  rescued 

by local people who also managed t o recover t he animals.   Local farmers are part icularly 

st ressed,  as much of  t heir resil ience t his t ime of  t he year is based on access t o l ivest ock and 

animal product ion.   In As-Sunut  count y,   local sources report ed t he loot ing of  almost  500,000 

5 These est imat es f rom CU monit ors ref lect  exist ing of f icial  dat a of  t he populat ion in t he above areas.  
6 ht t p: / / www. fews.net / east -af rica/ sudan.  Not e "Crisis" means at  least  1 in 5 households face signif icant  food 

consumpt ion gaps wit h high or above usual acut e malnut rit ion,  or is marginal ly able t o meet  minimum food needs only 

wit h unsust ainable coping st rat egies such as l iquidat ing l ivel ihood asset s.  "Emergency" t he next  degree of  severit y 

means at  least  1 in 5 households face ext reme food consumpt ion gaps result ing in very high acut e malnut rit ion or 

excess mort al it y,  or faces ext reme loss of  l ivel ihood asset s t hat  wil l  l ikely lead t o food consumpt ion gaps 

(ht t p: / / www. fews.net / our-work/ our-work/ int egrat ed-phase-classif icat ion).  
7 FSMU, June 2015 
8 Ibid 
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Sudanese pounds f rom t raders and about  20 mot orbikes,  while a number of  resident s were 

abduct ed f rom Fany and Inj emena vil lages,  and forcibly t aken t o el Fula prison.  Their sit uat ion 

remains unknown.
9
  On 16 May f ive civi l ians f rom Joak and Sungir Foat  vil lages,  on t heir way 

f rom Dabkar,  were st opped by gunmen suspect ed t o be PDF and al l  t heir belongings  were loot ed 

(including cel l phones and  over 25,000 SDG).   

Indiscriminat e shel l ing was part icularly int ense in Thobo ,  Dalami and Um Dorein  count ies in 

May 2015.   According t o local human right s monit ors,  298 shel ls were launched int o civi l ian areas 

in Sout h Kordofan in May,  al t hough wit h no report ed casualt ies and relat ively l i t t le damage t o 

vil lages.  However over half  t he households report  t hat  t hese act ions result s in displacement ,  

dest ruct ion of  crops,  loss of  access t o past ure,  wat er,  market s and dest ruct ion of  crucial  

inf rast ruct ure (schools,  cl inics,  bridges,  et c).
10

  Nine  explosive shel ls were direct ed at  t he 

vil lages of  Nit i le (Sel lara payam),  Farsile (Al-farshaya payam) and Shungule in Kabel la payam 

(Habila count y) in Dil l ing count y on 24 and 27 May,  causing burning of  an est imat ed 540 feddans 

of  farming and gazing land and t he t emporary displacement  of  approximat ely 150 HHs.  On 7 and 

8 May in Dalami count y,  75 shel ls direct ed at  Umbri vi l lage (Sabbat  payam) forced 11 HHs t o 

move t o t he caves,  wit hout  food or shelt er.  

Aerial  bombardment  int o  civi l ian locat ions cont inued in May 2015 wit h161 bombs report ed by 

local monit ors on Heiban,  Um Dorein,  Thobo  and Dalami count ies,  ki l l ing f ive people.  Nearly al l  

households int erviewed by HMT monit ors report  being t errorised by f lyovers and act ual bombing 

by Ant onovs.   Bet ween 4 and 11 May,  Um Dorein count y was bombed almost  every day in t he 

morning hours,  but  no casualt y occurred.   On 16 May,  however a man was kil led af t er 15 bombs 

were dropped in t he vil lage of  Umserdiba.   Mardes vil lage (Tungule payam) in Dalami count y,  

where people are l iving at  t he foot  of  t he mount ain,  was at t acked t wice on 10 and 17 May wit h a 

t ot al  of  14 bombs.  One man was kil led.   On 20 May,  10 bombs were dropped on Asolo (Buram 

count y),   ki l l ing one woman and inj uring t wo men,  while dest roying 10 homes.   While aerial  

at t acks are much less prevalent  in t he West ern Jebels,   t he  maj orit y of  households indicat e 'f ly 

over' t errorism  has a serious negat ive  ef fect  in l imit ing t heir movement s and act ivit ies in  bot h 

near and far f ields and reducing t heir access t o past ure and wat er.   Areas part icularly af fect ed 

include Dil l ing and Habila count ies.
11

 

 

As already report ed by t he CU, Kauda was t he t arget  of  a deadly government  aerial  at t ack on 

25-27 May which  t argeted civil ian locat ions (church,  schools,  and resident ial  areas).   A drone 

overf l ight  on t he previous day is bel ieved  t o inform t he government  air force wit h  GPS 

coordinat es and high resolut ion pict ures.   On 25 May,  t wo MIGs dropped two missiles in a church 

compound,  which includes t he school.  As  st udent s were not  at  school t hat  day t here were no 

casualt ies.   Anot her bomb fel l  on a resident ial  area,  kil l ing t wo children (one on t he spot  and 

t he ot her died t wo days lat er in t he hospit al).  Their mot hers were also inj ured and are st i l l  in 

t he hospit al .   In t he early morning 27 May,  t wo j et  f ight ers dropped four clust er bombs - banned 

by t he Convent ion on Clust er Munit ions - on resident ial  areas in Kauda.  Alt hough people were 

st i l l  in t heir homes,  t he bombs did not  explode as int ended.
12

  If  t he clust er bombs had deployed 

as designed,  t he fat al it ies and inj uries would l ikely have  been signif icant ,  and t he use of  t hese 

clust er bombs has been more regular in 2015
13

.    Lat er,  at  midday,  an Ant onov dropped 12 

bombs around t he busy weekly  upper Kauda market .Three people were inj ured and six houses 

dest royed leaving t hose (former) resident s wit hout  food and shelt er.  

9 ht t ps: / / www.dabangasudan.org/ en/ al l -news/ art icle/ t wo-sout h-kordofan-vil lages/   
10 FSMU, June 2015 
11 Ibid 
12 ht t p: / / www.clusterconvent ion.org  
13

 Human Rights Watch, Sudan: Cluster Bombs Used in Nuba Mountains. End Indiscriminate Bombing, 16 April 2015 and “Human Rights Update: 

February – March 2015,” April 2015, http://www.sudanconsortium.org/ 
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The aerial  bombardment  cont inues t o have a horrible  negat ive and signif icant  psychological 

impact  on t he populat ion,  becoming exhaust ed by four years of  violent  conf l ict .  The ef fect  was 

deeper for t hose who lost  t heir houses and food st ocks.   Human Right  Watch has report ed on t he 

immense suf fering t hat  aerial  bombardment  has caused  children and t heir famil ies,  as many are 

kil led and more are lef t  wit hout  food and access t o basic services l ike  healt h and and 

educat ion.
14

 

Meanwhile insecurit y in t he refugee camps in Unit y St at e (Sout h Sudan) bet ween t he host  Dinka 

communit y and t he refugees is on an upward escalat ion.   On 10 May,  a Dinka man wit h a gun 

harassed four women who were col lect ing f irewood.   One woman resist ed and was kil led.
15

The 

perpet rat or has not  yet  been found by t he pol ice.  The event  comes af t er a series of  deadly 

incident s bet ween t he local and t he refugees communit ies around Yida camp,  already report ed 

by t he CU.   While so far ef fect ively cont ained  /  mit igat ed by t he local aut horit ies and local 

communit y commit t ees,  including  j oint  refugee and host  part icipant s,  t he rising incidence of  

violence remains a concern.    

 
Food  securit y  

Food insecurit y cont inues t o af fect  t he populat ion of  t he Nuba Mount ains as food st ocks f rom t he 

2014 / 15 harvest  are widely exhaust ed and  people began t o plant  wit h t he early st art  of  t he 

rainy season.
16

  Cult ivat ion has begun in t he maj orit y of  count ies where securit y al lows and 

agricult ural input s and t ools are largely available.  The maj orit y of  households are relying on 

sales of  grain product ion for income, while in Heiban and Dalami count ies,  households rely  more 

on sales of  l ivest ock.  Nearly one in four rely on sales of  grass,  charcoal and f irewood in Thobo,  

Heiban and Um Dorein in t he cent ral  region and Al Sunut  in t he West ern Jebels.
17

 

In t he Cent ral  Region (Thoba,  Dalami,  Heiban and Um Dorein),  households are coping by sel l ing 

household it ems,  asking for and borrowing money f rom f r iends and relat ives and reducing 

expendit ures by wit hdrawing children f rom school.  At  present  t hese phenomenon are st i l l  

l imit ed (one in 10 households) but  direct ly relat ed t o food insecurit y.
18

  In t he West ern Jebels,  a 

t hird  of   households surveyed report  t hat  aerial  bombardment  result s in forced displacement ,  

loss of  import ant  inf rast ruct ure and market  access.  Households in t he West ern Jebels are coping 

by reducing healt h and educat ion expendit ures.  One in f ive are plant ing less - preferred crops.  

Of  serious concern is t hat  nearly one in f ive  households are consuming seeds,  which wil l  

negat ively impact  t he 2015/ 16 harvest .
19

 

 

Local informant s report  an est imat ed 100,000 people (14,500 HHs) are part icularly af fect ed in  

isolat ed pocket s of  displacement  in t he sout h-east ern Jebel (Kao-Nyaro) and in t he east ern 

Jebels,  which are isolat ed f rom t he rest  of  t he SPLA-N’s  held areas,  and in Dalami count y,  close 

t o t he nort hern f ront l ine.
20

   Report s f rom monit ors in May indicat e t hat  people are moving away 

f rom Abri and Dalami payams in Dalami count y due t o lack of  food availabil i t y.   

The government  of  Sudan cont inues t o block humanit arian assist ance t o SPLM-N held t errit ories 

in t he Two Areas,  leaving  more t han  half  a mil l ion IDPs wit hout  assist ance.   Food prices remain 

more or less equivalent  t o t he same t ime last  year,   t hough wit h quickly reducing availabil t y.  

This may  be a relevant  indicat or t o encourage int ervent ions of  cash input s as an appropriat e 

14 Sudan:  Bombing Campaign’s Heavy Tol l  on Children,  HRW, 6 May 2015 
15 Sout h Kordofan and Blue Nile Coordinat ion Unit  Prot ect ion Updat e #7 - 2015 
16 ht t p: / / www. fews.net / east -af rica/ sudan 
17 FSMU, June 2015 
18 Ibid 
19 Ibid 
20 The displaced in t he East ern Jebel are around 6,372 (1,062 HHs) in Al-Abassiya count y and 27,817 (4,636 HHs) f rom 

Rashad count y t hat  moved t o Al-Abassiya,  around 6,000 HHs in Warni and Kao Nyaro,  t he Sout h-East ern Jebel and 

around 20,000-30,000 IDPs in Dalami,  See SKBN CU Humanit arian Updat e,  April  2015.  
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int ervent ion t o  t o enhance household food securit y and st rengt henging local and regional 

market s.   

 

B.  Healt h  

Lack of  drugs,  equipped facil i t ies and qual if ied personnel remain crit ical concerns for war 

af fect ed populat ions in t he SPLM-N held areas.   It  was report ed by HRW that  22 healt h facil i t ies 

have been damaged since 2011,  most ly by government  aerial  bombardment .
21

  Lack of  hospit als 

in West ern Kadugl i,  Thobo  Um Dorein,  Dalami,  Alabasya and Rashad  seriously l imit  t he abil i t y 

of  t hose populat ions t o receive t reat ment  and t he mobil it y of  t he pat ient s t o t he t wo 

funct ioning hospit als in t he cent ral  areas wil l  reduce furt her as t he rainy season has st art ed as 

t he j ourney can t ake up t o f ive walking days.   

Suspect ed cases of  meningit is were report ed in Kubang and some cases of  measles in Eray 

(Heiban Count y) in May 2015.  Ef fort s f rom t he int ernat ional communit y for a humanit arian 

corridor t o al low for a UN led vaccinat ion campaign t o t ake place have t o dat e failed.  According 

t o HRW, “ The t wo sides have an obl igat ion under int ernat ional law t o minimize harm t o civi l ians 

and not  t o block access t o independent  healt h care services […]  They should urgent ly facil i t at e 

vaccinat ions before t he coming rains reduce access or r isk furt her out breaks. ”
22

 

C.  Animal Healt h  

Unknown diseases cont inue t o kil l  l ivest ock part icularly in West ern Kadugl i and Dalami count ies.  

A vaccinat ion campaign for t he animals is urgent ly needed.   

D.  Wat er and  Sanit at ion  

The rainy season has increased t he availabil i t y of  wat er but  clean wat er remains scarce in al l  t he 

SPLM-N  held areas.  Handpumps are in need of  immediat e repair,  as repeat edly st ressed by t he 

CU,  alongside ef fect ive t raining t o local people for maint enance.  CU monit ors f rom West ern 

Kadugl i report ed t hat  24 out  of  53 hand pumps are broken,  as are 4  out  of  7 in Kadugl i payam,  3 

out  of  10 in Miri payam and 8 out  of  15 in Kurungu payam.  

E.  Educat ion  

No updat e report ed.  

Blue Nile 

A.  Prot ect ion,  Insecurit y and Displacement   

Fight ing was concent rat ed in t he Ingessana Mount ains in Bau count y in May 2015,  leading t o a 

devast at ing humanit arian crisis for about  30,000 people l iving close t o t he war zones,  according 

t o OCHA.
23

  In t he f irst  half  of  May 2015,  approximat ely 12,000 civil ians were forcibly evict ed by 

t he government  f rom t heir vi l lages,  namely Khor Maganza,  Samansur and Maidum vil lages,  which 

were subsequent ly burnt  down.  The people were moved t o locat ions on t he out skirt s of  Damazin 

and Rosaries,  as previously report ed by t he CU.   According t o Sudan Democracy First  Group 

(SDFG),  t hese populat ions were t arget ed as designat ed “ rebel support ers” .
24

  Concern was 

21
 Sudan:  Bombing Campaign’s Heavy Toll  on Chi ldren,  HRW, 6 May 2015 

22
 Ibid 

23
 According t o t he 2015 Humanit arian Needs Overview (HNO),  Baw locali t y is home t o 32,160 people in 

need in addit ion t o 25,636 IDPs,  see ht t p: / / rel iefweb. int / report / sudan/ 2015-humanit arian-needs-

overview-sudan-oct ober-2014  
24

 SDFG, Updat e Vol.  3 No.  13,  28 May 2015 
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expressed by local humanit arian workers over t heir current  condit ions and safet y.  The rainy 

season has also st art ed,  making t he possibil i t y of  assist ing t hem more chal lenging.
25

 The 

relocat ion sit es suf fer f rom a lack of  basic services and l ivel ihood act ivit ies.  Young men among 

t hese IDPSs have report edly been forcibly recruited int o government  forces and mil it ias (number 

unknown).   

Local humanit arian act ors not e  up t o anot her 20,000 resident s of  t he Ingessana mount ains are 

at  r isk of  forced relocat ion and complet e dest ruct ion of  t heir homes and l ivel ihoods,  as more 

violence is expect ed t owards t he end of  t he current  dry season of  f ight ing (June).   Int ernat ional 

humanit arian response was report edly prohibit ed by t he government  and t he UN Resident  

Coordinat or expressed his deep concern about  t he ongoing sit uat ion,  in part icular,  

“ Humanit arian needs are rapidly r ising in Blue Nile,  but  aid agencies are of t en not  permit t ed t o 

independent ly assess humanit arian needs and respond accordingly in t he st at e” .
26

  Local NGOs 

Pan-Care and t he Sudan Red Crescent  Societ y were designat ed t o provide aid t o t he IDPs,  but  no 

informat ion is available on t heir int ervent ion.   

Households in Wadaka were part icularly t hreat ened by shel l ing and ground f ight ing.   While one 

in t hree households in al l  count ies report  t hef t ,  based on t he FSMU st udy,  t here is relat ively 

lower  conf l ict  relat ed harassment  and raiding in Blue Nile when compared t o Sout h Kordofan.   

However,  similar t o Sout h Kordofan,  nearly al l  households int erviewed report  being t errorised by 

f lyovers by Ant onov planes,  whet her bombs are released or not .   Bombing af fect ed more t han 

50% of  HHs in  Chal i and Wadaka and t wo out  of  f our households int erviewed in Yabus.  14 bombs 

were dropped on civil ian locat ions in t he f irst  week of  May,  most ly in Wadaka payam (Mayak,  

Mofu,  Samari,  Bal i la and Yalt a) and in Chal i.  Shell ing was part icularly int ense in Wadaka.  While 

bombing did not  caused any casualt y,  over a t hird of  households report  t hat  it  result ed in 

displacement ,  dest ruct ion of  crops and l ivest ock,  loss of  access t o f ields bot h near and far,  

market s and dest ruct ion of  crucial  inf rast ruct ure (schools,  cl inics,  bridges,  et c).
27

  Populat ions in 

Chal i and Wadaka have been forced t o l ive in ext remely poor humanit arian condit ions since t he 

beginning of  t he conf l ict .  Local monit ors report  over 500 households displaced in Chal i due t o 

compounded ef fect s of  t he conf l ict ,  f looding and lack of  food availabil i t y.
28

 The sit uat ion in 

Wadaka is furt her compounded by persons displaced t o Wadaka f rom elsewhere in search of  

wat er.
29

 

Tension in Maban bet ween t he refugees and t he local communit y cont inues.  On 5 May 2015,  an 

Ingessana refugee was kil led by a member of  t he Maban Defence Force (MDF) on t he road t o 

Yusif  Bat i l  camp,  raising fear among t he refugees.  In t he last  week of  May,  a Felat a nomad shot  

and inj ured a refugee man f rom Kaya camp and st ole his cows.  The perpet rat or was lat er 

arrest ed by t he local police but  t he cows were not  ret r ieved.   Divisions bet ween ‘ indigenous’  
t r ibes and t he Felat a are long-st anding,  as t he Arab nomads are t he main component  of  t he 

Popular Defence Forces (PDF) used by t he government  of  Sudan during t he earl ier civi l  war and 

again in t he current  conf l ict .   According t o local sources,  t he incident  reveals a col lusion 

bet ween Felat a armed nomads and MDF around t he camps.  If  conf irmed,  t his col lusion is a 

worrying development  for t he securit y of  t he refugees.  

Meanwhile insecurit y has led t o t he reset t lement  of  around 15-30 people/ day (approximat ely 40 

HHs per week) during t he report ing period f rom t he Maban camps t o t he Shorkile refugee camp 

in Et hiopia.  Some refugees also report edly moved back t o Wadaka,  Chal i and Yabus areas t o 

cult ivat e,  as food dist r ibut ion in Maban remains insuf f icient .  

25
 ht t ps: / / www.dabangasudan.org/ en/ al l -news/ art icle/ sudanese-forces-t orch-vi l lages-in-blue-ni le-st at e-

arab-coali t ion-fayda  
26 ht t p: / / rel iefweb. int / report / sudan/ st at ement -at t ribut able-unit ed-nat ions-resident -and-humanit ar ian-coordinat or-

sudan-ad-0  
27 FSMU, June 2015 
28 FSMU May Report .  
29 FSMU May Report .  
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Fears of  at t acks by SPLA-IO forces and general insecurit y in Upper Nile stat e has also led t o t he 

precaut ionary (t emporary) relocat ion of  66% of  int ernat ional humanit arian st af f  in May 2015.  

This act ion increases t he t ension and fear of  fut ure insecurit y amongst  refugees  

B.  Food securit y  

Similar t o Sout h Kordofan,  t he rainy season has st art ed earl ier t han normal t his year in Blue Nile.  

Cult ivat ion has st art ed in t he maj orit y of  vi l lages where securit y and agricult ural input s and 

t ools are available.   According t o FSMU,  t he maj orit y of  households in Chal i and Wadaka are 

relying on sales of  crops for income.  While in Yabus and t o a lesser ext ent  in Wadaka,  art esian 

gold mining is t he main source of  income.  Gold mining is a part icularly dangerous income source 

as bot h adult s and children spend hours in deep and dangerous holes.  Households are largely 

coping  by eat ing seed st ock (more t han one t hird) - due t o very serious food insecurit y - and a 

worrying pract ice for t he current  agricult ural season.   Households are also plant ing less 

preferred crops,  as wel l  as borrowing food and money t o buy food.  One in t en  HHs are sel l ing 

product ive asset s such as t heir last  female animal or draf t / t ransport  animals.
30

 

Food availabil i t y remains scarce in t he war af fect ed area,  especial ly among t he Koma Ganza 

people in sout hern Yabus,  and in most  of  Chal i and Wadaka payams.   Al l  market s in SPLM-N areas 

lack  essent ial  food commodit ies l ike sorghum,  sugar,  salt ,  onion,  oil  and cof fee.  Moreover,  

market  condit ions have  det eriorat ed as prices of  essent ial  commodit ies increased due t o t he 

higher exchange rat e of  t he US Dol lar.   In Yabus and Moguf  market s,  t raders coming f rom 

Et hiopia are refusing t o accept  t he Sout h Sudanese Pound and US Dol lars are impossible t o f ind,  

af fect ing t he abil i t y of  people t o buy it ems even when widely available.   Final ly,  as elect ions 

were held in Et hiopia,  t he border wit h Sudan was closed in t he last  t wo weeks of  May and t he 

market  did not  funct ion.   

Food securit y for t he refugees in Maban (Sout h Sudan) is also at  r isk.While WFP had already 

reduced t he food rat ion in t he past  mont hs,  it  is now expect ed t o reduce furt her food 

dist r ibut ion of  sorghum,  oil ,  CSB,  CSB ++.  However,  recent  communicat ions indicat ed t hat  

reduced access t o conf l ict  af fect ed locat ions in Sout h Sudan result ed in more food being 

del ivered t o t he refugee camps t his mont h.   

C.  Healt h 

The healt h st at us in t he SPLM-N held t errit ories in Blue Nile remains t he second priorit y af t er 

food securit y for resident s and IDPs.  Al l  t he healt h cl inics  lack suf f icient  drugs and no 

ant ibiot ics can be found.   Most  people in t he area use root s and leaves of  t rees for t reat ment .  

The maj or diseases expect ed in t he upcoming rainy season are malaria,  diarrhoea,  fever,  skin 

infect ion,  and t yphoid.  Provision of  healt h services t o t he people in need remains paramount .   

D.  Animal Healt h  

No updat e report ed.   

E.  Wat er and Sanit at ion  

Wat er availabil i t y has improved given t he early onset  of  t he rainy season.  The qual it y of  drinking 

wat er remains ext remely poor,given cont aminat ion wit h mud and insect s.  The maint enance of  

boreholes remains a priorit y.  A f i l t ering syst em would help people l iving close t o Yabus,  Mayak,  

Alsamah Alaradeba and Wadaka rivers.  

 

30
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F.  Educat ion 

Sevent een (17) primary schools were funct ioning during t he report ing period but  t hey are st i l l  

lacking school mat erial ,  qual if ied t eachers and facil i t ies.   Based on an est abl ished calendar in 

t he SPLM-N areas,  schools closed in t he last  week of  May for children t o help t heir famil ies 

cult ivat e and are not  exepct ed t o rest art   unt i l  November 2015.  

Humanitarian Negotiations on the Two Areas 

There is no updat e on t he resumpt ion of  humanit arian negot iat ions on t he Two Areas.  

Meanwhile,  t he SPLM-N, as part  of  t he Sudan Revolut ionary Front ,   boycot t ed t he April  elect ions 

and refused t he accept  t he result ,  cal l ing for a popular uprising.   

The int ernat ional communit y should pressure  al l  concerned  part ies t o negot iat e t o al low for a 

humanit arian corridor t o del iver  emergecny food and medicines t o t he populat ion in need.  

According t o HRW, t he Securit y Council  should fol low t hrough on t hreat s t o impose sanct ions on 

t hose responsible for blocking aid,  and est abl ish an arms embargo. ”
31 
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