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Time is running out for the estimated 260,000 civilians, including 130,000 children, 
trapped in El Fasher, Darfur’s final battleground between the Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). The RSF has besieged the North Darfur capital for 
over 500 days, using starvation as a weapon of warfare by blocking food and lifesaving 
humanitarian assistance from entering. They have built over 38km of earthen walls (berms) at 
the edges of the city to “control population flow from all directions to and from El-Fasher” 
according to Yale’s Humanitarian Research Lab. The UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights reports that there are no safe exit routes from El Fasher. The berms will allow 
the RSF and allied militias to continue to strangulate the civilian population by blocking the entry 
of food and medicine into the city and obstructing civilians from fleeing. 
 
We, the undersigned civil society organisations and humanitarian actors, urgently call for safe 
humanitarian access, including voluntary evacuation routes for the civilians trapped in El 
Fasher. Evacuation routes need to be secured without delay to provide civilians in El 
Fasher safe, voluntary, and dignified passage. 

Over 470,000 people have been displaced from El Fasher and surrounding areas since the start 
of the siege in May 2024. In the past four weeks, conflict between the belligerents and their 
allied militias has sharply escalated, along with atrocity crimes against civilians. Testimony 
from civilians who recently fled El Fasher recount that men and adolescent boys are 
being killed on the road and that leaving El Fasher is now more dangerous than staying 
despite the constant daily shelling.  

Global paralysis in the response to the Sudan war is contributing to the loss of lives across the 
country. Words of condemnation will not save lives in El Fasher. However, decisive action 
by the international community can still prevent the continued massacre of civilians 
trapped in El Fasher. 
 
It has been almost a year since the UN Secretary General published his recommendations on 
civilian protection in Sudan. This anniversary marks a year of failure by the international 
community to make any progress towards protecting civilians in Sudan. The greatest solution 
to address civilian protection threats in Sudan is a comprehensive nationwide ceasefire. 
Whilst negotiations continue, action must be taken to immediately address the protection 
needs of the population in El Fasher.  

A humanitarian access plan must be developed and executed as a matter of urgency, in 
accordance with international humanitarian law, and with binding agreements from all parties to 
the conflict to respect and uphold the safety of civilians. Negotiations on safe passage and 
humanitarian access should be actively pursued by diplomatic missions, regional entities, and 
international stakeholders to ensure unimpeded civilian evacuation. 
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https://files-profile.medicine.yale.edu/documents/e3d32307-89f9-4573-8c87-fc7d15239a9f
https://files-profile.medicine.yale.edu/documents/840de504-bc2d-49c3-93dc-af9c47409558
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/sudan-turk-outraged-after-rsf-kills-least-57-civilians-el-fasher-and-abu
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/08/sudan-turk-outraged-after-rsf-kills-least-57-civilians-el-fasher-and-abu
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We urgently call for the following measures: 

I. Safe and voluntary routes must be immediately secured for civilians to leave El 
Fasher, in full compliance with UN Security Council Resolution 2736. These routes must 
be agreed upon by all parties to the conflict, and accountability measures must be 
enforced for any violations of international humanitarian law, including attacks on 
civilians evacuating. 

II. An evacuation coordinator should be identified from a lead agency with 
operational capacity and a ground presence. Coordination must be carried out by key 
UN agencies, the ICRC, humanitarian stakeholders, authorities, and community 
representatives, with roles clearly defined on logistics, communication, en route 
assistance, and safety. Community representatives should be regularly consulted to 
confirm that evacuations remain voluntary. 

III. Humanitarian access routes must be established and monitored using satellite 
imagery and surveillance UAVs, with daily reports provided to relevant UN bodies, 
agencies, and key stakeholders. Civilians must also be free to voluntarily leave areas of 
active conflict using these humanitarian access routes. Senior humanitarian officials 
must also travel to Tawila and areas surrounding El Fasher to negotiate safe passage 
with the armed militias stationed on the road from El Fasher to Tawila. 

IV. Humanitarian access to El Fasher must be secured to provide life-saving assistance, 
including medical care, to these vulnerable populations. The humanitarian response 
across North Darfur must also be scaled up to meet the needs of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) with direct and unrestricted support provided to local groups. 35 hospitals 
have been attacked since the RSF began their siege on El Fasher. A significant 
portion of El Fasher’s population are not able to safely evacuate the city because 
they are starving, weak, sick, elderly, disabled, or injured. Humanitarian aid must 
include water, electricity, fuel, food, and medical supplies. Aid access is also urgent to 
counter confirmed famine and the worst cholera outbreak Sudan has seen in years, 
having already caused at least 350 deaths in Darfur. 

The immediate provision of safe and unhindered passage for people seeking to evacuate from  
El Fasher is critical to preventing further atrocities. All civilians, who are trying to escape El 
Fasher must be allowed to do so safely, voluntarily, and without impediments. The parties 
engaged in the conflict are obliged under international humanitarian law to protect civilians and 
civilian infrastructure, ensure safe passage, and facilitate unimpeded humanitarian access. The 
international community has watched the siege of El Fasher and failed to take the actions 
needed to protect civilians. At this moment, when the atrocity risk is at its highest, there must be 
a concerted effort to take action and save lives.  

Signatories: 
Acción Solidaria 
Act For Sudan 
Action Kivu 
AdNA (Advocacy Network for Africa) 
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African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies 
Africans for the Horn of Africa (Af4HA) Initiative 
AGT  
Alliance for Peacebuilding 
American Friends Service Committee 
Association des cultivateurs de collectivités de batangi et de bamate (ACUCOBA)  
Atrocities Watch Africa  
Avaaz 
Brooklyn Coalition for Darfur & Marginalized Sudan 
Burmese Rohingya Student Union-BRSU 
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) 
Center for Civilians in Conflict (CIVIC) 
Choose Love 
Chosen Generation Radio 
Christ’s Mandate for Missions 
Coalition Against Global Genocide 
Coalition des Agriculteurs genrés femmes environnementalistes (CAGFE ONG) 
Coalition des Volontaires pour la Paix et le Développement (CVPD) 
Confluence Advisory 
Council on American-Islamic Relations  
CROPD - Grands Lacs 
CSW (Christian Solidarity Worldwide) 
Darfur Advocacy Group 
Darfur and Beyond 
Darfur Genocide Victims Advocacy Group (DGVAG) 
Darfur Network for Human Rights (DNHR)  
Darfur Women Journalists Forum 
Darfur Youth Centre for Peace and Development 
Decolonize Sudan 
Denis Hurley Peace Institute 
Doctors Against Genocide 
Fikra for Studies & Development 
Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 
Human Rights Without Borders 
Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART) 
iACT  
Institute for Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention, Binghamton University 
Islamic Relief Worldwide 
Joining Our Voices 
Journal of Social Encounters 
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Jubilee Campaign 
Katartismos Global 
Kentro Christian Network 
KYN Health LLC 
Law And Liberty Trust 
Legal Action Worldwide 
March 8 Feminist Group 
MedGlobal 
Minnesota Peace Project 
Mommying While Muslim 
Never Again Coalition  
New York Coalition for Sudan 
No Business With Genocide 
Nubia Projects  
PAEMA  
Pax Christi New York State 
Pax Christi USA 
Peace Direct 
PEN International 
Protection Approaches 
Refugees International 
RI 
SalaaMedia Centre 
Save the Persecuted Christians 
Sennar Human Rights Observatory 
She Leads Movement 
Society for Threatened Peoples 
Stop Genocide Now 
Sudan and South Sudan Forum e.V. 
Sudan Transnational Consortium  
Sudan Transparency and Policy Tracker 
Sudan Unlimited 
Sudanese women rights action 
TAMAD Organization for Peace and Development 
TASSC International - Torture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition 
The Earth Elders 
The Reckoning Project  
The Sentry 
The Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA) of Africa 
The Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy (TIMEP) 
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The United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society 
U.S. Campaign for Burma 
UMOJA AFRICA RDC en UA RDC 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
Waging Peace 
Women4Sudan  
Women’s Peace Network 
World Over Here 
Youth Citizens Observers Network (YCON Sudan) 
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